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Introduction
Today you will be watching a recording of a play. It is not a movie. It does not have special effects, 
but it does have actors and props and a set. Because it is a recording of a play, you can press pause 
or rewind at any time. You can watch the play as many times as you like. 

What is a set? A set is the background behind the actors. It is also the furniture that the actors sit or 
stand on throughout the play. Sets help us to know where and when the play takes place. In this play 
the same set is used for every scene, but it is used in different ways to create all the places that the 
characters visit. 

What are props? Props are anything that the actors hold - like Roca’s suitcase, or Paz’s crystal. Props 
help the actors to tell us the story of the play. Sometimes the characters use the props to play make 
believe. 
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How to RELAX Your Viewing Experience
If you are watching the play from home there are lots of ways you can relax your 
environment to enjoy the play more. Below are some things you can do whether watching 
with a class or with your family/household: 
- if watching virtually with your class turn your microphone and camera off and hide self-

view 
- put on comfy clothes 
- grab your favourite pillow, blanket and stuffy, you can even pet your animal friend! 
- sit on a chair, walk around, dance to the music - do whatever feels right while watching  
- vocalize - feel free to make sounds during the play - clap, laugh, sigh - whatever you 

need to do to share how you feel 
- eat! grab a snack, eat lunch, have a drink 
- adjust the sound as needed - if it is too quiet, turn it up, if it’s too loud then turn it down 
- turn off the lights, or leave them up at full - whichever makes you feel best 
- pause, stop or rewind the play at any time - it’s a recording, so watch at your own pace! 
- take breaks if needed 
- doodle, fidget, stim, sing - just be you!
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Meet the Actors and the Characters

La Maleta has six characters who are played by four actors. That means that two actors each play 
two characters. Below are photos of each of the actors with some information on the characters they 
play.

This is Sofía  Rodríguez 
(she/her). 

She plays Roca. Roca 
lives with her 
Grandmother (Grandma/
Abuelita) in Colombia. 
Roca and her Grandma 
like to read science 
fiction.

This is Oscar Moreno 
(he/him). 

He plays Paz. Paz 
lives in Toronto, 
Canada. Paz loves 
soccer. 

This is Jill Harland 
(she/her). 

She plays Grandma 
and the teacher. 

Grandma loves Roca 
very much and tells 
her many stories to 
help keep her safe. 

This is Jessica 
Esmeralda Zepeda 
(they/them, she/her, 
he/him). 

They play Kogi Girl 
and Kaden. 

Kogi Girl doesn’t 
communicate with 
words. She is a good 
friend to Roca. 
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What is the play about?
La Maleta (The Suitcase) tells the story of Roca. Roca lives in Colombia. It is not safe for Roca or her 
family in Colombia. Her mother and father are in hiding and Roca is living with her grandmother. 

Grandma tells Roca lots of stories, one is about Kogi Girl - who lives in a magical mountain (the 
heart of the world). One night Grandma tells Roca that she needs to leave for Toronto, to visit her 
Aunt. Roca does not want to go alone. Grandma promises to hide in Roca’s suitcase (maleta) and 
travel to Toronto with her. Kogi Girl goes to Toronto with Roca. 

At school in Toronto Roca meets Paz. Paz is also from Colombia but moved to Toronto when he was 
young and does not remember Colombia or speak Spanish.  

Roca, Kogi Girl and Paz become friends and go on an adventure to get Grandma out of Roca’s 
suitcase.
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La Maleta (The Suitcase) Fact Sheet 
Read here to find out more about the play.

The play you are about to watch is called La Maleta (The Suitcase). It was written by Beatriz Pizano, 
directed by Andrew Lamb and presented by Roseneath Theatre. 

The play lasts approximately 50 minutes and 47 seconds (including the opening and closing slides). 

When it is time for you to watch the play you can sit in on the floor, sit in a chair, lie down with a 
pillow and blanket, stand up, make sounds, play along with the characters- whatever makes the play 
most enjoyable for you. 

At the beginning of the video are some slides. The slides look like a stage and have writing on 
them. The slides can be paused if you need longer to read them. 

On the bottom right of the screen is a countdown timer. It tells you how long until the play begins.  

The slides last approximately one minute. 

The third slide is a Land Acknowledgement. Roseneath Theatre is grateful to create and perform 
work on Indigenous land, that is why we give a Land Acknowledgement before each of our 
performances - even virtual ones! This slide appears 15 seconds into the video. 

The last slide before the play begins reads “Please take your seats, the show is about to begin…” - 
this is when you will know the play is about to start. Get ready! 

Just before the play begins the screen will go brown and have a textured look. On the brown screen 
will be the title of the play and information about who was involved in making it. 
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When the play begins music will start and you will see the set. The set has a large brown checked 
backdrop in the centre. There is a bed on the left side of the stage (your screen). 

Look closely - what does the brown checked backdrop look like to you? Look at it sideways… 

The first part of the play takes place in Colombia. The second part of the play takes place in Toronto. 

The play has 6 characters - Roca, her Grandmother (sometimes called Grandma or Abeulita), Kogi 
Girl, Paz, Kaden and the teacher. 

Roca comes out first.  

Grandma comes out second. They play chase around the bed. 

It is time for Roca to go to bed. 

At the beginning of the play Roca speaks only in Spanish.  

Spanish is the main language spoken in Colombia. 

Grandma tries to get Roca to speak in English. 

After Roca gets into bed, she and Grandma talk about Roca’s parents. Roca’s parents are hiding 
because bad people want to hurt them. It is not safe in Colombia for Roca or her family. Don’t worry 
- no one in the play gets hurt! The play is a story being told by actors, they are all safe at the end. 

During their talk, Roca tells Grandma that her friend’s father is dead.  

Roca worries for her parents. Grandma tries to help Roca be less worried. 
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Grandma begins to read Roca part of “Journey to the Centre of the Earth” by Jules Verne. 

In the book is a picture of the Kogi Girl. Grandma tells Roca about Kogi Girl and her people. 

The phone rings. The sound is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your 
hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

Grandma comes back with a special suitcase and tells Roca that she must leave Colombia. 

Roca does not want to go alone. 

Grandma gives Roca a crystal and tells her she will travel to Toronto in Roca’s suitcase.  

Grandma tells Roca that when she hears thunder it is Grandma speaking in her magic voice. 

Grandma is trying to make Roca feel safe. 

It is hard for Roca to leave Colombia, but it is important for her safety. 

A person dressed in white comes out and moves the bed. They take the sheets off of it. This is Kogi 
Girl. 

When Kogi Girl moves the bed some sounds begin. The sounds of a busy airport. They are not very 
loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones 
if you have them. 

Roca arrives safely at her Aunt’s house in Toronto. 

Roca tries to get Grandma out of the suitcase, but she can’t. Roca is upset. 

At school Roca meets Paz and Kaden. 
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Kaden calls Roca a refugee. Refugees are people who have to leave their home country because of 
war, or lack of food, or other reasons that make it not safe for them in their country anymore. 

The bell rings. Class is over. There are sounds of people in the halls talking, it is not very loud, but if 
it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you have 
them. 

The sound of people talking turns into the sound of birds chirping to let us know that Roca is 
outside. 

Roca sits and opens the suitcase. 

After Roca speaks into the suitcase and asks Grandma to send her a sign, Kogi Girl comes onto the 
stage dancing. Music plays. It is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your 
hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

For the first time Roca can see Kogi Girl. No one else can see Kogi Girl. 

When Roca shouts it is too loud for Kogi Girl. 

Kogi Girl does not communicate using words. She uses body movements, gestures and facial 
expressions to communicate. Sometimes we can hear Kogi Girl make sounds like wind. 

Roca is homesick. 

Paz sings when he comes outside.  

Paz cannot see Kogi Girl. 
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When Paz falls he shows Roca that he has a prosthetic leg. This means that he has an artificial leg 
which replaces the leg he lost in a land mine accident in Colombia. Paz does not remember the 
accident. 

Paz’s birth parents died before he left Colombia. Paz was adopted by a Canadian family and has a 
happy life. 

After Roca tells Paz that Kogi Girls is with them, there will be some thunder sounds. The sound is not 
very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening 
headphones if you have them. 

Roca, Kogi GIrl and Paz try to get Grandma out of the suitcase. When it does not work Roca gets 
upset. 

There is more thunder when Roca sits down. The sound is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can 
cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

To get into the suitcase Roca and Paz count to 10. When they are finished music starts and a new 
backdrop appears. They are now inside the world of the suitcase. 

Kogi Girl reappears. She is dancing to the same music she danced to earlier in the play. The sound 
is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening 
headphones if you have them. 
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Kogi Girl takes Paz to her home. Paz sings. Music plays while Paz sings. The sound is not very loud, 
but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you 
have them. 

After Paz sees his Colombian mother in the suitcase world, Roca sees her cat and then Grandma 
arrives. 

Music plays when Grandma comes out. The sound is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover 
your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

Roca and Paz can both see Grandma. 

While Roca and Paz eat the lunch that Grandma and Kogi Girl made for them the school bell rings. 
The sound is not very loud, but if it is too loud you can cover your ears with your hands or sound 
dampening headphones if you have them. 

Music plays softly while Grandma talks to Roca and Paz. 

When it is time for Roca and Paz to leave the suitcase world, they count to 10 and music begins to 
play softly. 

Roca tells her new class about Colombia and invites her classmates to enter the suitcase with her 
and Paz. Six months have passed since Roca arrived in Toronto. 

Roca knows that when she goes into the suitcase world it is make believe. 
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Roca, Paz and Kaden count to 10. Music plays. The sound is not very loud, but if it is too loud you 
can cover your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

This is the end of the play. 

The screen will turn to a light gray colour. On the left will be a list of everyone who is involved in 
making the play. On the right is a replay of the scene where Grandma and Kogi Girl make lunch for 
Roca and Paz.  

Pictures and words will appear overtop of the scene as it plays. 

Music plays. The sound is louder than before, but still not very loud. If it is too loud you can cover 
your ears with your hands or sound dampening headphones if you have them. 

We hope you enjoyed the play! 
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Some photos from the play.

Far Left - Roca & Kogi Girl feel 
the hurt in Roca’s heart 

Above - Paz, Roca & Kogi Girl go 
on an adventure 

Left - Roca & Paz ask the class to 
join them in the suitcase
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Thank you for watching 
La Maleta (The Suitcase).  
We hope you enjoyed it!

For more information in 
Roseneath Theatre’s 
accessibility programs email 
Rachel Marks at 
education@roseneath.ca

mailto:education@roseneath.ca
mailto:education@roseneath.ca
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Link to the Study Guide app

Want to learn more? Teachers, Parents 
and Caregivers can click on the link 
below for the study guide which is jam-
packed with activities and information! 

http://app.roseneath.ca/show/la-maleta-
suitcase-0?education_level=2 

http://app.roseneath.ca/show/la-maleta-suitcase-0?education_level=2
http://app.roseneath.ca/show/la-maleta-suitcase-0?education_level=2
http://app.roseneath.ca/show/la-maleta-suitcase-0?education_level=2
http://app.roseneath.ca/show/la-maleta-suitcase-0?education_level=2
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Cast: 

Roca           Sofía Rodríguez 

Paz           Oscar Moreno 

Grandma/Teacher       Jill Harland 

Kogi Girl/Kaden       Jessica Esmeralda Zepeda 

Creative Team: 

Playwright         Beatriz Pizano 

Director         Andrew Lamb     

Set & Costume Design      Lindsay Anne      

Sound Design        Diego Marulanda 

Stage Manager        Christina Hernandez 

Film Production & Photographs    Endless Films (Purpose Media)  

Accessibility: 

Accessibility Coordinator/Relaxed Guide Rachel Marks 

Audio Description       Kat Germain 

Deaf Interpretation       Cassie-Hope Aubin & Juan Jaramillo 

Credits
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